
 

 

 

 

Circular economy competition  

 

Be in to win a $150 Prezzy Card 

Who has the best local reuse 

idea for our sterile “blue” wrap 

Award for best business idea and most creative product design 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

What is sterile “Blue” wrap 

Sterilisation wrap also nicknamed blue wrap is used to package and sterilise surgical instruments 

in metal trays and provide a microbial barrier to ensure protection and sterility of the instrument 

packages before their use in the operating theatres. The wrap is made of two layers of fabric in the 

colours blue and white which are thermally bonded at the edges. The plastic wrap is made of 

polypropylene (plastic #5) and in appearance resembles the plastic fabric used for reusable 

shopping bags. It allows sterilant and air to penetrate during sterilisation but is abrasion and fluid 

resistant. The most frequently used sizes are square sheets of 45 cm, 76 cm, 91 cm and 121 cm.  

The problem 

The operating theatres in Whangarei hospital use a vast amount of around 50,000 blue wrap 

sheets per year. It is a significant bulky waste stream from theatres. Due to the specific properties 

needed an alternative to a different material is unlikely. Most of these sheets are disposed of 

before the operating room so there is no contamination and clean usable sheets are being 

disposed of in the rubbish bin. There is no recycling market in New Zealand for these kinds of 

wraps and the market value of polypropylene #5 plastics for recycling is low. In the future there 

might be a facility in Auckland which can recycle the wrap, but because the material is bulky and 

light the transport costs to Auckland are expensive it will more than likely be uneconomical to get it 

there. 

The opportunity for a circular economy 

A small percentage of blue wrap is donated to the SPCA and bird recovery but there is an 

opportunity to find a local reuse option for large volumes of perfectly good clean fabric sheets and 

we are reaching out to the Northland community to help us find a sustainable solution for our 

volumes that will benefit Northland.  

Who can enter the competition? 

Any business or person, young or old, who can find a local solution for our blue sterile wrap. 

So get creative, put your entrepreneurial brain cells in full gear, submit your idea and be in to win 

one of the awards.   

  



 

  

Awards and judgment criteria 

There is one award for best business idea and one creativity award. 

Judgment criteria  

Best business idea award Creativity award 

Award: $150 Prezzy Card  Award: $50 Prezzy Card 

 Does it help Northland DHB? 

 Is it a permanent sustainable solution that is capable of 
handling the volumes? 

 How feasible is the idea? 

 Is the idea local? 

 Does it support a circular economy? 

 Does it contribute to the Northland community or does it 
have a social benefit? 

 The most awesome, 
creative, beautiful, 
artistic or out of the 
box idea, creation or 
design. 

The jury will evaluate the ideas based on the judgement criteria. 

What to submit? 

One page size A4 or A3 submitted digitally via email in a common format. Content of the page can 

be anything, an explanation in text, a drawing, photo of your creation, as long as it briefly explains 

your idea or product on how we can reuse the product and it can be judged on the criteria.  

Deadline 

30 November 2018 

Send your idea to Margriet.geesink@northlanddhb.org.nz. Don’t forget to include your contact 

details in the email. 

Winners will be contacted and the ideas announced through the DHB Facebook page mid-

December. 

Samples and information on the material 

For those interested samples of the blue wrap sheets will be available for pick up during business 

house until November 16 at Northland DHB in Whangarei from Tohorā House reception. If you are 

unable to pick up a sample email Margriet to discuss how to get hold of some. 

Have a look at these video’s to get a better feeling for the material, how it is used and what can be 

done with it. It has some very specific qualities. It is very strong, drapable, will hold water and is 

water repellent but is still breathable. 

https://news.lvhn.org/students-employees-turn-discarded-or-wrap-into-supplies-for-the-homeless/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ui-trGiOyE 

Some other known initiatives with blue wrap are to create tote and string 

bags, patient bags, kids paint aprons, wallets, ponchos for homeless, 

donated to removal companies who use it to protect household goods. In 

Australia is it being recycled and made into picnic benches and outdoor 

furniture. 

If you have any queries please contact the Sustainability Development 

Manager, Margriet.geesink@northlanddhb.org.nz 
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